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ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMPLETION OF THE

CLAIBORNE AND POLK
MILITARY RAILWAY

711th Engineer Railway Operating Battalion



To all the men who have given of their time
and energy unselfishly so that the Claiborne and
Polk Military Railway might become a reality,
this booklet is dedicated.
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The 711th
Engineer
Battalion

The 711th Engineer Battalion (Railway Operating), first
of its kind in the United States Army, was activated on
June 18th, 1942 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Although original-
ly scheduled for activation at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana,
the battalion was organized at Fort Belvoir because facilitics
for the reception of the unit were not yet ready at Camp
Claiborne, and because the 711th’s officers were already at
Fort Belvoir, at which post there were also several hundred
railroad men available for the battalion ifrom the Engineer

Replacement Training Center.

A cadre of 28 enlisted men was drawn from the En-
gineer School Detachment, and the 1st, 9th, 4th, and 20th
Engineers as an initial step. These men arrived on June
22nd, and the next several days were spent in setting up a
tent camp in the woods adjacent to the Fort Belvoir rail-
road, near the pistol range. Pyramidal tents were pitched,
latrines dug, temporary shower facilities erected, and kit-
chens using wood burning field ranges were set up. Four
hundred twenty-five men from the ERTC were moved into

this camp on June 25th.

During the period the 711th remained at Fort Belvoir,
it completely rehabilitated the Quartermaster railroad
serving the post, Built in 1917, this road was badly in need
of maintenance. The 711th installed over 7000 tie plates
on the line, replaced over a thousand ties, rebuilt one
bridge and repaired several others, installed twenty cul-
verts, relocated several hundred feet of track, and lined
and surfaced the entire four and a half miles of main line

using 9000 yards of gravel ballast obtained from a pit along

CAMP AT FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA



TENT CAMP AT CAMP CLAIBORNE, LA,

the right-of-way. This work was started on June 26th and
continued to August 5th. The guartermaster engine was
used in work train service, with crews furnished by the
711th.

On August 8th, 1941, the battalion departed for Camp
Claiborne. The camp in the woods was dismantled, equip-
ment turned in, and at 3:30 P.M. on the afternoon of the
8th, accompanied by the 5th Engineers Band, the battalion

marched to the train which was to take it to its new home,

Arriving at Camp Claiborne on the 19th, the battalion
found its area all prepared by the advance detail, although
certain buildings including battalion headquarters, the post
exchange, three latrines, and others remained to be built,
Aiter about a week spent in improving the camp area, the
battalion commenced working, to the extent that this was
possible, on its principal project, the Claiborne and Polk
Military Railway.

It would require considerable space to enumerate the |
many tasks which the 711th has been called upon to per-
form since its arrival at Camp Claiborne. Suffice it to say
that in all of its work, both on the railroad and off, it
has earned an enviable reputation of being able to get a
job done well. In a vear's time, too, it has had three com-
manding officers. It has furnished cadres to more recent-
lv formed railway units. It has exchanged its tents for
hutments. What the future holds in store may not be
known, but whatever it may be, the 711th will, as it has
in the past, meet the challenge face to face and do its

part to the utmost of its abilities,

HUTMENTS REPLACE
TENTS, JUNE, 1942
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HISTORY OF THE CLAIBORNE AND POLK
MILITARY RAILWAY

When the War Department decided early in 1941 to activate a rail-
way operating battalion, negotiations were commenced for the purchase of
a railroad to be used in training. An agreement was reached with the Red
River and Gulf Railroad in Louisiana whereby this line would be purchased
by the government; connections were to be built extending to Camp Clai-
borne and Camp Polk, and the Red River and Gulf was to continue its
operation over the government road on the basis of trackage rights. The
Red River and Gulf then insisted upon adding certain additional terms to
the agreement which were not acceptable to the government, whereupon a

_ reconnaissance was ordered by the Office of the Chief of Engineers to de-

termine the feasibility of constructing an entirely new line between Camp
Claiborne and Camp Polk. The reconnaissance, made by Capt. H. A. Israel
and Capt. Paul Yount in June 1941, indicated that such a line could be con-
structed relatively easily, utilizing a portion of an abandoned logging rail-

road roadbed for part of the distance. As this project would serve several

uses in addition to providing a railroad for training purposes, it was decided
to construct the Claiborne and Polk Military Railway instead of purchasing
the Red River and Gulf. To the 711th Engineer Battalion, later assisted by
other troops, fell the task of this construction,

Location of the line was started in the middle of August by surveying
parties composed entirely of men from the battalion. The parties worked
from both the Camp Claiborne and Camp Polk ends, through grassy fields,
swamps, woods and streams. An attempt was made in the location to mini-
mize the amount of earthwork and the number of bridges required, thus
facilitating construction and cutting down costs. For this reason the line
has many curves and grades, following the ground lines as closely as it was
possible to fit the/limitations of a railroad location to the ridges and valleys
of the terrain. Original plans called for a maximum grade of 1% per-cent,
compensated, and a maximum curvature of 4 degrees. It was necessary in
five instances, however to use 6 degree curves, and in order to speed con-
struction after the start of the war, the ruling grade was raised to 2 per-
cent. The line as finally located is approximately 50 miles long.

The Claiborne yard was also planned and laid out on the ground by the
engineering forces of the battalion, many of whom were trained in the
course of their work.

Rails, ties, and angle bars together with some tools and some box cars
were available to the battalion at Camp Claiborne in August of 1941, but
there were no spikes, bolts, nut locks, tie plates or turnouts, and no motive
power. Most important, there was no earth moving machinery. The first
fill for the railroad was made in the Claiborne yard, using borrowed Con-



SCENES DURING THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE
CLAIBORNE AND POLK
MILITARY RAILWAY:
From top to bottom and left
to right — Clearing the right-
of-way, placing culvert, build
ing the grade, laying track,
survevors locating the line,
Burro Crane placing stringers
in bridge: Big Cut Bridge,
water tank in Claiborne yard,
Spring Creek bridge, Calea-
wen River bridee and Clai
borne enginehouse, all under
construction.
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Stockpile of Track Material at
Camp Polk, Louisiana

struction Quartermaster equipment. When, after several attempts, it was
found impossible to cbtain army earth moving equipment, two T D. 18's
each with scraper, and two R. D. 7’s with bulldozers were rented from the
Robinson-Young Company in September to start building the fills and mak-
ing the cuts on the main line location out of Camp Claiborne. Men from the
711th were used as operators. Later this rented equipment was supplement-
ed and eventually replaced by army equipment. As time passed, it was pos-
sible to increase the amount of army equipment in use, and as additional
right of way was secured (the first right of way through private land being
acquired November 22, 1941), the earth moving equipment was moved
about on the line so as to use it to the best advantage. This required setting
up camps along the right of way, two or which were located near La Camp
and one near Pine Knob. When the grade was under construction out of
Camp Polk, the operators were stationed in that camp itself. The equipment
in use on the line prior to May 25, 1942 when contracts were let for certain
stretches, materially increasing the amount of machinery in service, in-
cluded nine 9-yard scraper units, three 12-yard scraper units, four 6-yard
scraper units, eight bulldozers, and two draglines, all operated by personnel
of the 711th.

The first track was laid on September 4, 1941, in the Claiborne yard,
by the maintenance-of-way forces of A Company. As the main line grade
progressed, during the month of October, track was laid west from Camp
Claiborne, using a Missouri Pacific clamshell to place rails and to pull cars
out and unload them. On October 7, the 91st and 93rd Engineer Battalions
(colored) were ordered to work on the railroad. The 91st established a
camp on the old Hillyer - Deutches - Edwards logging railroad right-of-way
near the Calcasieu River and put its men to work clearing, grading the old
roadbed, laying track, and building bridges using material hauled from
Camp Claiborne by truck. The 93rd set up several camps, two near Clai-
borne and one at Camp Polk, and engaged in work such as the 91st was do-
ing except for the bridge construction. Other units which have assisted in



the grading and track work include the 98th Engineer Battalion which laid
track out of Camp Polk and erected several bridges north of the Artillery
Range, the 383rd Engineers, the 331st Engineers, and several dump truck
companies.

In January, the battalion received a Burro Crane which had been or-
dered several months earlier, and this was put to immediate use in the track
work and bridge construction.

The bridge problem occupied the attention of the battalion from the
first. Of the twenty-five bridges on the line, all but three were on the old
logging railroad roadbed. Many other bridges already existing on the old
roadbed were replaced by culverts after the drainage areas for which they
provided an opening were surveyed. Big Cut bridge, which carries the Clai-
borne and Polk across the Red River and Gulf, was started late in October.
The trestle bents were erected during November, and on December 9,
the steel girder forming the central span was placed in position. A 130 foot
frame and steel structure resting on concrete footings, Big Cut Bridge has
six single bents with four posts each and two double bents with five posts
apiece. It is approximately 30 feet above the Red River and Gulf rails at
the center.

Spring Creek Bridge, a 785 foot pile trestle crossing the valley of the
stream from which it takes its name, was started on January 27, 1942.
After the right of way was cleared by the 98th Engineers,the 711th bridge
and building platoon, using a 78 ton steam pile driver rented from the
Missouri Pacific, completed the essential structure of the bridge in 171
dayvs.

The longest bridge on the line, a 2200 foot crossing of the Calcasieu
River, was under construction off and on almost from the time of arrival
of the T11th at Claiborne. The long and difficult haul of material to the site
of this bridge and the frequent floods which fill the bottoms it spans, made
construction a most arduous task. By utilizing solid portions of existing
niling from aniold bridge on the Hillyer — Deutches — Edwards line, it was
possible to erect trestle bents for the support of the stringers and track.
The first train passed over this bridge on May 19, 1942,

Scene Along the Right-of-Way
of the Claiborne and Polk Mil-
itary Railway




OPERATING THE RAIL
ROAD : From leit to right

and top to bottom
passenger train preparing to
leave Claiborne vyard, Clai
borne yard, three views show-
ing switching operations in
Claiborne yard, engine, men
at work in enginchouse, vard
office in Claiborne vard, dis
patcher at Claiborne, engine

taking water,






The enginehouse, for which the
ifoundation footings were located on
Septemier 16, 1841, was constructed by
B Company. This structure, with three
tracks and four pits, a boiler room with
stationary boiler, washout and refill
equipment, machine shop, and store
house was completed on March 4. The
enginehouse latrine, the water tank,
and the oil storage tank for locomotives
were not ready for service, however,,
until June. The erection of these facil-
ities, coupled with the new lead from
the Missouri Pacific main line to the
Claiborne Yard were, the final steps in the completion of the yard for opera-
tion. This yard has six tracks with a capacity of 150 cars, three engine
house tracks, two “rip’’ tracks and a wye for turning engines

DISPATCHER'S OFFICE,
Camp Claiborne, Louisiana

Operation actually commenced when the first serviceable locomotive
arrived on December 8. Number 1, a ten-wheeler from the Texas and
Pacific’ began service almost immediately; it was used for hauling material
and doing minor switching work in the 711th yard and on the line. Other
locomotives arrived in January, and on February 1, the first passenger
train was run, carrying men to work on the Spring Creek bridge. On Feb-
ruary 16th, the 711th took over the switching for the Quartermaster Ware-
houses at Camp Claiborne and on April 28th took over the same work at
Camp Pclk. On February 19, the dispatchers office and yard office at Camp
Claiborne were finished, and dispatching of trains over the 534 miles be-
tween Claiborne and Spring Creek bridge was begun on February 27. The
telephone line over which the dispatching is accomplished was erected by
the 26th Signal Construction Battalion. This line was completed late in
March. The first running order, Number 2 of February 27, was made com-
plete at 12:10 A.M. and read ‘“Engine 2 run extra Spring Creek to Clai-
borne.” The yard office was moved to a new building in the 711th yard late
in May. As the new line was extended, new stations were added, and old
ones were closed, and trains were dispatched over the additional portion of
track ready for service.

Equipment available for the operation of work and other types of
trains on the Claiborne and Polk in-
cludes seven 79-ton ten wheelers and
two new 85-ton consolidation type loco-
motives (all oil burners), two coaches
and two combination cars, 16 box cars.
50 flat cars, 25 gondola cars, 12 tank
cars, and 4 refrigerator cars. Four box
cars and two refrigeratcs cars have
been converted into cabooses by the
mechanical forces of the 711th. These
cabooses, with bay windows instead of
the time honored cupola, have attracted Caboose Reconstructed From
nationwide attention. Refrigerator Car




Specifications of the locomotives follow:

Ten-Wheelers
Tractive effort 28,000
Pressure 200
Cylinders 20x26
Weight on drives 122,000
Wheel base overall 53" —6”
Driving wheel diameter 56"
Oil Capacity 2790 gal.
Water capacity 6500 gal.
Builder Cooke (American)
Built 1902

Consolidations
37,000 1b.
210
21x26
160,500 lbs.
56’ — 8 %"
50”7
1800 gal.
6500 gal.
Lima
1942

Although much remained to be done in the way of lining and surfacing
track, the “Golden Spike” marking completion of the grading and track
laying on the Claiborne and Polk Military Railway was driven near La-
Camp, Louisiana on July 11, 1942 at an appropriate ceremony.

With nearly six thousand troops trained in railway construction, the
Claiborne and Polk Military Railway has served a useful purpose in the
past, and now before it opens a future of service as a training railroad for
operating troops such as the 711th, in addition to the improved transporta-
tion facilities which it provides between Camp Claiborne and Camp Polk
and the artillery range east of Camp Polk,

Capt. Harold Conn
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Samuel E. Blair
Anthony Boccadro
Harry J. Casey
John J. Chapay
Otha C. Clower

Anthony Hlanchard
Robert M. Boone
Clinton . Coates
John Dzara

Edward G. Ehlers
Frederick A. Erickson
Bdward J. Fleming
Raymoend K. Furtney

Frant Bartha
Robert R. Bull
Alton O, Dean

Charles H, Austin
Aubrie F. Avery
Wilson A. Baublitz
Melvin Barsema
Richard W. Bauler
Charles L. Bennett
Stegmund Bernfeld
James H. Botz, Jr.
Evo W. Bracci
Russell F. Bullock
Raymond R. Burgess
Reoland €. Collins
John W, Coombs
Edmund J. Dalton
Marion R. Delimat
Victor F. DeMairoibus
Philip J. DiCicco
John Dziedzic
Thomas A. Elder
Deed H. Eiler
Grover L. Fauscett
Juliug L. Franklin
Jack H. Gilbreath
Francis €. Ginn
Vito Girelomo
James A. Gorman
Paul E. Grabitz
Philip G. Grauel
Robert W. Green

COMPANY “B”

OFFICERS

1st Lt. Eari C. Martin, Compony Commander
2nd Lt Joseph A, Mitchell

Znd Lt. John M. Depp

STAFF SERGEANTS

Thomas K. Adametz
Clair 8. Benson
Joseph J. Caporusclo
Arthur C. Councill
George J. Dragan, Jr.
Page J. Goodenough
John M. Gutkoska
John M. Hick
Robert 1), Hough
Everett R. Jorens
James A, Kelly
Louis M, Olite
Walter E. Radde

TECHNICIAN GRADE 4

Francis D, Conners
Lawrence H., Dosch
Claude E. Edmundson
Henry J, Goedeker
Franklin T. Hodel
Fred E. Hommelsen
Karl Jirasek

Anthony J. Kaczmarek

TECHNICIAN GRADE 5

Maurice V. Goodrid
Herbert FP. Johnson
Clyde HE. King

Joseph J. Kish

Carl D, Knupp

William V., Lucas
Joseph €. Luketic
Joseph G. Menta
Michael G .Sherbak, Jr.

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS

Daniel H. Matheny
Lige Mathews
Ernest 8, Owensg

PRIVATES

Arthur B, Hanner
Paul E. Heckman
Howard G. Henderson
John L. Herlevic
Kenneth V., Hodgkinson
Joel A, Hudgins
James N. Hutchinson
Melvin P. Johnson
George Kasanic
Valentine W. Kodelia
Walter F. Kraweyk
Theodore B. Kruse
John P. Lattomus
Zolton Lenugyel
Harry L. Lindeman
Nicholas Malarazzo
Harold ¢, McKellip
Donald Miller

John J. Mullinex
Aaron E. Nelson
Julius J. Oleysyck
Daniel J. Opatka
Frank V. Pagano
Stanley P. Patryllo
Stanley E. Pickering
Louis A, Pluto
Anton E. Pocius, Jr.
Thomas A, Prather
Blaine E. Pulley
Leon G. Reavis

SERGEANT
Haymond P, Rabideau

Thomas A. Mangan
Leonardo Ponzo

Allen W. Richardson
John G. Scharwsz, Jr.
Samuel L. Turk
Willlam J. Wainwright

CORPORAL
Hobert L. Goergen

George C. Raible
Carl F. Rudieill
Stephen 8. Sokolowski
William A. Sovia
James T. Strothers
Leonard Tangi

Ivan D. Vaughan
Clarence E. Woldneck

Proby Smith
Abraham &, Thomashow
Joseph J, Valentine

Paul J. Resko

George W, Reynolds
Al V. Rhew

Edward Riley
Haymond L. Roowers
Daalel Ronchak

Loais Rozlog

Alvin L. Rush

Geuige W, Ryan
Patsy Sandora
Edward J. Scanlon, Jr.
Charles R. Shingler
Elva Shirley

Roy H. Smedley
Liloyd L. Spaulding
Warren M. Spicknall
Charles L. Eirahan
Arthur E. Straub
Teodore G. Taraduck
Leo B. Temmen
Vincent Toscan

John M. Tweedy zz
Frank P. Urzedowski
Elten L. Van Pernis
Raynal W. Westal
Myron J. Wodeoki
Antony J. Yantorn
Stephen F, Zarnay
Herman D, Wasserman



Charley M. MeDermott
Frank A, Nevu
FEdward W. Reed
Lee K. Allen

John L. Barber
Joseph L, Childers
Joseph J. Cooper
Robert J, Cutter
George ., Dressel Jr.
Robert L. Edwards
George J, Faltot
Leonard A, Gray
Patrick M. Greenan
John Gentile

Edward Sovina
Coyde O, Wilson
Harry R. Baker
Lewis G, Bolen, Jr
Baymond B. Bunton
Douglas W, Carlson
John B, Cundiff
Wilbur R, Cusick
kugene J. Dellni
James E. Fitzmaurice
Robert H, Gasch
Edward M. Hale

Harley H. Avey
Frank L. Coulton, Jr.
George H. Foster, Jr.

Clyde B, Anderson, Jr.

George A. Ayers
Donnell F, Berry
Edward Boland
Howard D. Bowers
Curtis M. Bullock
John V. Clark
Arthur F. Cowper
Albert J. DiPletro
Francis J. Dowd

John F. Carroll
Donald R| Abrell
William 8. Baker
William J. Barker
John E. Bowers
Robert W, Brase
Itussell Purdick
Louiis A. DButterworth
Willliam J, Channce
Joseph E. Cherven
Robert Collins
Alexander Currie
Thomas V., Davis

James C. Alagood
Husaw Leo

Willlam R, Perkins
Walter W. Stecle, Jr.
Owen E. Sparks
*hester P, Balickl
William E. Beckwith
Frank G. Bevill
Chester 8. Boice

COMPANY

OFFICERS

1st Li. G. W. Warmack,

1st Li. € 8. Angleton
2nd Lt. W. J. Dixon
Znd Lt. H., A. Ziegler

Commanding Officer

MASBTEE SERGEANTS
William 1., Fox
Forrest L. Terrell
FIRST S1 GEANT
Meltin Espuch

SERGLANTS

Parvey K. Harrison
Iobert M, Kessler
Henry . Laewis
Thomas B, McCorkle
Clifford W, Miller
Melvin E. Miller
Bernard E. Niebes
John F. Oglethope
Charies H. Park
Jack W. Perkins
Ralph A, Perry
Royal R, Perry
Joseph W, Purcell
Charles H, Radaker

STAFF SERGEANTS

George ", Becker
Roger L. Beckman
Ernest 1. Bluckerby
William H. Stephens

Ralph B, Reeder
Harvey W. Reld
Edwin G. Rowlance
Harld R. Shafer
Woodrow H. Stoker
Thomus . Speed
Earl F. Warfel
James E, Waters
John F. Williams
Vern O. Wyble
Samuel M. Yarnell
Clarence W. Haskett
Francis K. Zock

THECHNICIAN GRADE 4

Usear J. Hofland
Willlam H. Hughes
Glenn Jackson
Peter W. Lee
Harold W. Legacy
Willlam Leland
Elmer T. Mudosh
Feter MoCann
Carlton C. Moxley
John W. Murphy
John Offringa
Wade H. Player

Robert L. Redfearn Jr.
Otls B, Rowan
Quinton Howel]

Elmer W. Schultz
Joscph L Simons
Glen J. Snyder

Cliude HE. Sowell
Delmond G, Worth

CORPORALS
John A, Dempsey,
George H. Murray

TECHNICIAN GRADE 5

Hobert J. Dunlap
Juhn J. Ford
Leonard E. Forrester
Leon K. Guler
Carlton F. Gassman
J. W, Gregson
Robert L. Hardman
Theodore Hernandez
Willinm F. Horton
Hareld 8. Hough
Albert D, Howard
Willinm . Hurley
Clifton W. Johnson
Elbert 8. Kerstetter

Louis G.Levay, Jr.
Russell D. Long
Floyid 8. Ly¥nch
Murtin J. McLaughlin
Wilbur ©, Miller
Wilbert . Patin
Louis P, Poltrone
Paul Protz

Michael Raddick
George H. Ramsey
John T, Simmonds
Charles L. Stephenson
Evert C. West

RIVATES FIRST CLASS

Ross P, Erucitano
Willlain . Faweett
George A, Fox

Frank P. Gerst
Merrill L. Haolland
Ralph L. Ivins

Lewis . Johnson, Jr.
Donald E. Keeney
Edward F. knlght
Francis T. Mahan
John P. Martin

Carl L. May

Francis D, McCall
Harry R. McLaughlin

PRIVATES
George A. Brice
Glenn . Briley
Harald W. Burdette
John W. Carroll
Charles M. Chambers
Willlam T. Church
Joseph &. B. Colson
Howard P, Coursey
Daniel 1. Coyle

Willlam  J, McQuinn
Earl D. Merchant
Robert K. Micka
Leon D. Mitcheltree
Thomas J. Newberger
Henry Peppler
Thomas E. Pleifer
George G. Pio

John P. Powers
Andrew €. Shawl, Jr,
Earl P, Tocknell
Theodore Wallace
Theodore N. Yost

Lester E. Crouse
George G. Cushing
James F. Davis
Frank Dillon
Michuel E. Donahue
Robert J. Dryden
Joseph . Dufek
John Durket, Jr.
Nuthan G. English

(Turn Back to Page 15)









