WHEN YOU THINK
ATHEARN
(Kits and Parts — HO & O)
THINK
Overnight Distributing Service
209 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas, CA 91773

GET YOUR

8V2x11 HO-O GAUGE
CATALOG #71

At Your Dealer, or
65¢ postpaid

CHAMPION
DECAL CO.

sugE A 105-ton gondola

= from hopper car parts

0 Gauge Headquarters for
These huge cars were used in ro-

LIONEL g
ATLAS tary car dumpers on the Virginian

K MT BY JOHN MUNSON sive 105-ton gondolas. These cars were

used, mostly on line, to move coal to the

railway’s coal docks at Sewells Point, Va.

I MODEL the Virginian Ry. as it was in  There the cars were dumped with rotary

the days before its merger with the dumpers, so hoppers and slope sheets were

Fair Prices Norfolk & Western Ry. Both roads are not required — just a large box on wheels
major coal haulers, and one of the Vir-  was all that was necessary.

ginian’s trademarks was a fleet of mas- I wanted quite a number of these cars,

Fast Service

Send $1 for 1974 Lionel Catalog
(Deductible with first order)

Mailed first class
as soon as available

All Inquiries S.A.E.

THE RAILROAD SHOP

Box 691, Union Station
Endicott, N.Y. 13760

SAVE

Mail-order from Germany

New 1974 price list and catalog listing is now
available showing all new models for 1974. We ship
the same day your order is received. You usually
get your order within a week or so after you have
sent it to us. We carry in stock for immediate
delivery, among others, the following German
lines:

Arnold Rapido N, Busch, Brawa, Faller, Fleisch-
mann N & HO, Herkat, Herpa, Lehmann I gauge,
Kibri, Liliput HO, Maerklin Z & HO, Mertens,
Minitrix N, Piko, Pola, Preiser, Rivarossi, Roewa,
Sommerfeldt, Viking, Zeuke.

We have the experience and the know-how gained
through many years of service to the model
railroader to assure safe delivery of your orders,
at the lowest possible cost. We carry not only
our wide array of model railroading supplies, but
model planes and ships, R/C equipment, and the
world’s largest stocks of 1:1250 ships. We even
have model flying helicopters.

Send $1 for our complete catalog listing and or-
dering information by airmail.
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PRESTON HOBBY MODELLE
P. O. Box 2388 86 Bamberg

WEST GERMANY
Telephone 33333
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Michael Meier.

so I felt that scratchbuilding each car splice plate. The raised edge of the plate
would be out of the question. Instead, I  will help guide the saw. Draw the blade
took a look at what was available in kit lightly back and forth until the cut is
form that could be adapted to my needs. deep enough to keep the saw from slip-
I found that splicing a pair of Athearn ping out. Make sure the top rail is being
quad hopper cars and removing their cut in line with the splice plate. Finish
hopper bottoms could provide a good start.  all cuts in the sides; then turn the car
This turned out to be a kitbashing job in upside down and cut the sections apart.
the fullest sense of the words. Some When the second car is cut apart, make
scratchbuilt work was also required. My sure it is done the same way — if you are
finished cars are about 24” shorter than cutting on the brakewheel side of the
the prototype cars, but you may find this braces on one car, be sure to cut the sec-
hard to believe when the gondola is com- ond one in exactly the same way. Due to
pared with a standard boxcar. mold differences, the two sides of the same
This conversion can be done in any car are not interchangeable. Square the
scale if you can get a quad hopper car side sections with a file, but do not take
in the scale. All that is needed is similar  off any more material than is absolutely
side detail and spacing for the finished necessary, because they are very close
car. You will also need a pair of six-wheel to size already. Remove the sides from
Buckeye trucks for each finished car, two  the hopper bottoms. (The hoppers are
sets of AB brake equipment (I used Cal- scrap, so don’t worry about butchering
Scale), and sheet styrene or ABS plastic them.) File all inside detail off the sides
in .010" and .020” sizes (for HO). The until they are flat. The center section
tools required are a razor saw, a model of the original car provides the end pieces
knife, a scale rule, and a flat mill file. of the sides on the new car. Find the dou-
Begin cutting. Section the bodies, one ble row of rivets in the center of these
car at a time, as shown in fig. 1. To make a  pieces; cut them at the upper side rein-
cut, place the saw blade against the side forcement that protrudes just below the
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Complete O Ga. Parts List

Over 450 loco parts including 250 lost wax
castings. Send #10 envelope w/30¢ postage.

Loco Brochures (specify) ......... ... .. 15¢
CENTRAL LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
2705 Honey Rd. Lake Park, Fla. 33403

MODEL STRUCTURAL SHAPES
OF BRASS

LTEAETT

ANGLES — BEAMS—CHANNELS
H COLUMNS—TEES—ZEES

All sizes to any scale. Made in U.S.A. Flat,
round and square bars. Sheet stock & tubing.

SPECIAL SHAPES CO.
5007 Belmont Rd., Downers Grove, Ill. 60515

See your dealer

SATTLER'S
"

“At the'Sign of the Train”

Established 19 years, catering to the serious
Model Railroader.

We stock all PFM imports, Limited produc-
tion, PFM Sound System. Alco. Balboa.
Cary. Cal Scale. Hallmark. Kemtron. La Belle.
Model Diecasting. Nickel Plate Products.
Perfect Models. Howell Day (Redball). West-
side Models. Gem Models. Northwest Short
Line. Suydam. Apag. Bowser. Alexander.
Athearn. Campbeli. Central Valley. Kadee.
Model Hobbies. Fine Scale. Custom Brass.
Walthers. Jordan. Dyna Models. Main Line.
Northeastern. Quality Craft. Scalecoat. SS
Ltd. Timberline. Tru Scale. Ulrich. Unimat.
L &'5 Ultrasonic. Weston. Lambert. Railroad
Books.

Just send a SSAE, legal size, for « FREE LIST-
ING oé‘ all our Brass Locomotives and Products
7 StOCR.

Master Charge BankAmericard

“We’re as near to you as your mailbox
— may we serve you?”’

SATTLER’S

14 Haddon Ave. Westmont, NJ 08108
Phone: (609) 854-7136

o ————— e e

Free catalog lists '
over 100 gifts for
rail buffs

Mail the
coupon
today and
receive your
catalog in
time to order
for Christmas
gifts.
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Penn Central Souvenirs §
1040 Six Penn Center, Phila., Pa. 19104

Name
Address
City
State

I e
E SOUVENIRS
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SIDE BRACE Distance to rear 1
4 (make 4) pivot of Athearn truck Mot to scole

top rail: see fig. 2. It will be easier if you
use a square and scribe a line first.

When everything has been cut and
squared, reassemble the pieces as shown
in fig. 2. The diagonal line of rivets should
be removed from all of the pieces with a
sharp knife. The remainder of the car
will be scratchbuilt.

Make the floor of two pieces of styrene

with a piece of V52" -thick sheet lead be-
tween them. Cut the inner floor from
.020” and the outer floor from .010” sty-
rene according to fig. 3. The underframe
parts are also styrene. Refer to fig. 3 for
the appropriate dimensions. My car does
not have body bolsters, as there was not
enough room to fit them in and still have
the truck spaced properly from the floor.

The wide center sill was used for truck
mounting instead. :

The next step is to fabricate the car
ends from sheet styrene; dimensions and
details are included in fig. 4. These pieces
should be beveled where they join at the
corners of the car. Once the end assembly
has dried, cement the side pieces to the
ends, making sure the sides line up in-
side the car to form a smooth surface. The
step formed in the outside area is cor-
rect, as this protects the grab irons during
the rotary dumping process.

Cement the completed body assembly
to the floor. The outer floor should over-
lap the sides slightly so it can be trimmed
to be flush with the sides. Add the side
braces and stiffeners to the inside of the
body as shown in fig. 4. Once everything
has had time to dry thoroughly, file the
sides until they are level all across the
top of the car. Then add a flange of .020"
styrene all around the top of the sides and
ends. Final details such as brake gear,
couplers, grab irons, poling pockets, are
up to you. The brake gear is shown in
fig. 5. Install the trucks (I used Athearn
Buckeyes) and the car is ready for the
paint shop.

Virginian’s cars were painted black
with white lettering. Other similar cars
were also used by the C&O and the C&IM.

[For those modelers who like to work
in metal, MR had an article on building
these cars, using sheet copper, in the
December 1958 issue, which is long out
of print. ]

. )

Not to scale

P.0. Box 113, Dept. MR

JStandard Hobby Supply>:

Mahwah, NJ 07430

AHM Engine House ......... 2.38 | |AHM Sandhouse ............ 1.18| | AHM MachineShop .......... 1.10
AHM Grusome Casket Co. . .. .. 2.38 | |AHM Coaling Tower ... ....... 2.38 | | AHM Transfer Warehouse . . ... 1.49
AHM Service Station . ... .. ... 1.18 | | AHM Water Tower ... ........ 1.05| |AHM CourtHouse ........... 1.78
Tyco #7706 1890 Loco & TenderKit . . ........... 9.99 Kalmbach ‘‘Scenery For Model Railroads’” ... .. ... 2.39
Tyco #7707 Prairie Loco & Tender Kit . . . ......... 9.99 Kalmbach ‘“‘Backwood’s RR’s of the West” . ... ... 12.99
Tyco #7708 Pacific & Tender Kit . .. ............. 11.39 P&D ‘‘Reading Power Pictorial’”” ... ............. 15.99
Atlas Dremel Avoid the “SOLD i
#50 Remote L.H. Switch .......... 3.70 #271 Tool & 34 accessories ........ 26.99 d OUT BLUES
#51 Remote R.H. SWitel .. .o coins 3.70 #281 Tool & 34 accessories ........ 34.99 order now!!l!
9" sngalgi;)t brass or 18” 58 #371 Tool & 34 accessories ........ 37.49
Sy Py e v | [l TaehoEe] BRERoRONIS s v 44.49 Send check or money order
3’ N.S. flex w/fiber ties ... ... ... .. 72| | #210Drill Press .................. 15.99 FOREIGN
9” rerailer brass ................. .36 | | #219 Speed Control .............. 15.99 Money order in U.S. funds payable at
SggpMLayout Bookh. P e e 222 *Dremel accessories in stock a U.S. bank
# anual Switc sHE s we s # : : .
B Mool S T s cumionis T e ';:%Sfé‘gfg.%gf'ﬁﬁ'é"g'i“g%
....................... - 5 # s 30 and over, add $2.50
X-acto #62 Double knifeset ........ 1.80 Chnadaadd anexira $1.50

SEND FOR FREE DISCOUNT CATALOG.
(0 & N gauge sent on request)

Sale ends October 25, 1974

Phone: (201) 825-2212, Mon-Fri 10AM to 4PM EST

Foreign orders add 20%. Minimum order, $20
N.J. residents add sales tax.
Prices subject to change without notice.
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